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1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1. The regional public organization “Russian Athos association” (hereinafter – the “Association”) is a membership-based association, founded in conformity with the legislation of the Russian Federation for the protection of common interests and achieving of the statutory purposes of the united citizens.

1.2. The full denomination of the Association in the Russian language is: Regional public organization “Russian Athos association”. The abbreviated denomination of the Association in the Russian language is: ROO “Russian Athos association”.

1.3. The full denomination of the Association in the English language is: Regional public organization “Russian Athos association”.

1.4. The full denomination of the Association of the Greek language is: 
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1.5. The territory within which the Association performs its activities is the city of Moscow.

1.6. The place of residence of the permanently functioning governing body of the Association – Administration – is the city of Moscow.

1.7. The Association achieves the rights of the legal person from the moment of the state registration according to the procedure stated by the law. The Association possesses of autonomy balance, settlement and other accounts, including the foreign ones, seal with its full denomination in the Russian language, stamps and letterhead blanks, as well as the logotype and other symbolic. The symbolic of the Association is subject to the state registration and record according to the procedure stated by the legislation of the Russian .Federation.

1.8. The Association is free to establish its internal structure, purposes, forms and methods of its activity.

The Association is entitled to purchase and perform on its behalf the rights of property and personal non-property rights, bear obligations, act as a claimant in the court.

1.9. The Association is responsible for its obligation be means of its property, on which a penalty may be imposed according to the legislation of the Russian Federation.

2. SCOPES AND SUBJECT OF ACTIVITY

 2.1. The Association is founded for the purposes of preservation of the cultural Orthodox values, which play a primary role in the spiritual growth of the person and society in general.

2.2. In order to achieve the statutory purposes, the Association, in conformity with the current legislation of the Russian Federation:

- popularizes a healthy spiritual and physical way of life on the basis of traditions of the Orthodox moral;

- organizes spiritual-moral education of the population through its familiarization with practices, traditions and history of the Orthodox culture;

- develop and reinforce the relations with monastic communities of the Holy Mount Athos, representatives of the fraternal Orthodox churches for Athos and other sacred places, in order to represent wide possibilities to get accustomed to the Orthodox shrines;

- performs charitable activity aimed at the support of the Orthodox people who need help;

- grants help in renovation, restoration and erection of the Orthodox temples at the Holy Mount Athos, in Russia and in other countries;

- supports Orthodox educational organizations, creative groups, other organizations involved in Orthodox education.

2.3. The Association may perform other activity, corresponding to its statutory purposes and not prohibited by the legislation of the Russian Federation.

2.4. In order to achieve its statutory purposes, the Association is entitled, according to the procedures stated by the current legislation, to the following:

- to freely distribute the information related to its activity;

- to participate in the elaboration of the decisions of public authorities and local authorities, according to the procedure and to the extent as stated by the legislation in force;

- to organize gatherings, meetings, demonstrations, processions and picketings;

- to establish elements of mass media and perform editorial activities;

- to represent and protect its rights, legal interests of its members, as well as of other citizens, at the public authorities, local authorities and public associations;

- to offer initiatives relative to different matters of social life, offer suggestions to the public authorities;

- to found economic communities, societies and other economic organizations with rights of the legal person;

- to perform business activity only so far as it serves for the achieving of the statutory purposes and corresponds thereto.

3. MEMBERSHIP IN THE ASSOCIATION. MEMBERS’ RIGHTS AND OBBLIGATIONS.

3.1. The members of the Association may be physical persons achieved 18 years of age who carried out a pilgrimage trip to the Holy Mount Athos and share the statutory purposes of the Association, conduct a reputable mode of life and are ready to obey the current Statute. The legal persons may be enrolled to the members of the Association as well – public associations which share the statutory purposes of the Association and ready to participate in its activities.

3.2. The affiliation to the members of the Association is carried out by the Administration of the Association on the basis of the written affiliation claim made by citizens or on the basis of the decision of the authorized governing body on affiliation from a legal person – public association – possessing of recommendation of three members of the Association. When affiliating in the Association, an entry fee should be paid, according to the procedure stated by the Administration. The members of the Association have equal rights and bear equal responsibilities.

3.3. Honorable Chairmen and Honorable members of the Association may be elected in the Association. The status and procedure of election of such Honorable Chairmen and Honorable members of the Association is governed by the Regulations thereof, approved by the Board of guardians.

3.4. The members of the Association are entitled to:

- elect and be elected in the governing and control-revision bodies of the Association;

- attend the sitting of any bodies of the Association when discussing their activity or suggestions;

- receive from the bodies of the Association any information related to the activity of the Association;

- receive consultancy and other support corresponding to the statutory purposes of the Association, according to the procedure stated by the Board of guardians upon assignment of the Administration;

- bear laped badge of the member of the Association.

3.5 The members of the Association undertake to:

- participate in an active manner in the Association’s activities and contribute to the execution of the purposes stated by the Association;

- execute the decisions of the elective bodies of the Association accepted within their competence;

- represent in an appropriate manner the Association in the personal neighborhood;

- treat the Association’s property with care and if possible increase it;

- use all the personal possibilities to support the members of the Association who need help;

- pay membership fees according to the procedure stated by the Administration;

- avoid actions which may cause damage to the Association;

- do not divulge confidential information relative to the activities of the Association;

- obey the Statue of the Association.

3.6. The member of the Association may be expelled from the Association upon the decision of the Board of guardians due to the Administration’s order, in following cases:

- performing of actions incompatible with the membership in the Association;

- violation of the Statue of the Association.

In this case the member of the Association to be expelled should be notified about the dates of sittings of the respective bodies, at which the question of hid/her expel will be discussed, as well as is entitled to attend them.

3.7. The membership in the Association is terminated upon the decision of the Administration of the Association in the following cases: in case of withdrawal from the members of the Association upon the written claim (decision) of the respective member of the Association; in case of death of the member of Association – physical person; in case of liquidation of the member of the Association – legal person-public association. In case of expel from the members of the Association o termination of the membership in the Association, the powers of the members of the elective bodies of the Association are terminated automatically.

4. STRUCTURE OF ASSOCIATION’S BODIES

4.1. The structure of the Association’s bodies is composed of:

- General meeting;

- Board of guardians;

- Administration;

- Executive direction.

In order to control the finance-economic activity of the Association the General meeting elects a control-revision body - Auditing committee (Auditor) of the Association.

4.2. The supreme governing body of the Association is the General meeting of the Association’s members (hereinafter – General meeting).

The General meeting is held as necessary, but not more seldom than one time in five years. An extraordinary General meeting may be convened upon the decision of the Board of guardians, Administration, Auditing committee (Auditor) or upon the initiative of not less than 1/3 of members of the Association.

4.3. The exceptional competence of the General meeting includes:

- application of modifications and amendments in the Association’s Statute;

- definition of the primary direction of Association’s activities, long-term projects and programs, principles of generation and usage of the Association’s property;

- election - from the number of the Association’s members – of a Chairman of the Board of guardians and members of Board of guardians of the Association for a period of 5 years, as well as an yearly cessation of their powers;

- election – from the number of the Association’s members – of the Auditing committee (Auditor) of the Association for a period of 5 years, as well as an yearly cessation of its powers;

- taking of the decision to liquidate or reorganize the Association.

The General meeting may take to its consideration other questions of Association’s activity as well.

4.4. The date, place and time of the holding of the General meeting should be informed to the members of the Association not more than 30 (thirty) days before the day of holding of the General meeting.

The General meeting is eligible if there are present more than a half of the Association’s members.

The decisions of the General meeting, including those related to procedural issues, are taken be means of a simple majority of the votes of the Association’s members attending the General meeting, if not stated otherwise by the present Statute.

4.5. At the sitting of the General meeting presides the Chairman of the Board of guardians, and in case of his absence – the Executive director of the Association.

4.6. The decisions taken at the General meeting are formalized in the minutes, which should be signed by the presiding person and the secretary of the General meeting.

4.7. In order to govern the Association’s activity in the period between General meetings, a Board of guardians is elected, subordinate to the General meeting of the Association, in the quantity of not less than 21 person. The Board of guardians is convened not less than one time in six months. The Board of guardians is eligible if there is a presence of more than a half of its members. The decisions of the Board of guardians are taken by the simple majority of the votes of the members of the Board of guardians attending the General meeting. An extraordinary sitting of the Board of guardians may be convened upon the initiative of the Chairman of the Board of guardians or upon the initiative of not less than 1/3 of the members of the Board of guardians. The activity of the Board of guardians may be additionally governed by the Regulation thereof, approved by the General meeting of the Association.

4.8. The members of the Board of guardians perform their activity on the social basis.

4.9. The Association’s Board of guardians:

- approves the annual balance sheet of the Association;

- takes decisions related to the convocation of the General meeting;

- provides for the execution of the decisions of the General meeting;

- elects from the number of its members the Association’s Administration for a period of 5 years and takes decision on the yearly termination of the powers of the members of Association’s Administration;

- takes decision relative to the assigning – from the number of members of the Association’s Administration - of the Executive director and takes decision on the yearly termination of his powers;

- resolve questions related to the possibility of contract’s conclusion with the Executive director;

- approves the Regulations relative to the Honorable members of the Association and Honorable Chairmen of the Association;

- takes decisions relative to the creation of Association’s Committees, approves the Regulations thereof;

- approves the Regulations concerning the differential signs of the Association;

- performs other functions necessary for the achieving of the statutory purposes of the Association and not relative to the exceptional competence of the General meeting of the Association.

4.10. The decisions of the Board of guardians is formalized in the minutes, which should be signed by the Chairman of the Board of guardians and the secretary of the sitting.

4.11. In order to govern the activity of the Board of guardians, as well as to fulfill the organizational functions of the Board of guardians of the Association, the General meeting elects the Chairman of the Board of guardians.

4.12. The Chairman of the Board of guardians:

- is a member of the Board of guardians, presides at its sittings and at the General meeting of the Association;

- provides the compliance with the rights of the Association’s members stated in the present Statute;

- concludes on behalf of the Association agreements for interaction and mutual support with other public associations;

- performs other powers necessary for the achieving of the statutory purposes of the Association and not related to the exceptional competence of the General meeting and competence of the Board of guardians.

4.13. The Administration is a permanently functioning collegial governing body of the Association in the period between the sittings of the Board of guardians, and is elected by the Board of guardians. The Association’s Administration is subordinate to the General meeting and Board of guardians of the Association. The number of the members of the Administration is determined by the Board of guardians.

4.14. The members of the Administration perform their activity at the public basis, whereas they – on the basis of the decision taken by the Board of guardians - may receive compensation for the expenses directly connected with their participation in the Administration’s activity.

4.15. The Association’s Administration:

- performs the rights of the legal person on behalf of the Association and executes its obligations according to the Statute;

- considers the questions of the economic activity of the Association and takes decisions necessary for its existence;

- annually informs the body which took the decision on the state registration of the Association, concerning the continuity of its activity, also indicating the effective place of residence of the permanently functioning governing body, its denomination and data on he Association’s directors to the extent of the information included in the integrated state register of the legal persons;

- takes decisions concerning the affiliation to the members of the Association, organizes the count of the members of Association, makes suggestions to the Board of guardians concerning the expel of its members from the Association.

4.16. The Association’s Administration is convened not more seldom than once a quarter. The Administration is eligible in case of presence of more than a half of its members. The decisions of the Administration are approved by a simple majority of votes of the members of the Administration present at the meeting. The activity of the Administration may be additionally governed by the Regulation thereof, to be approved by the Board of guardians of the Association. The Executive director presides at the sittings of the Administration and is the chairman at his position thereat.

4.17. The Executive direction is generated by the Administration to perform the current activity of the Association (excluding the Executive director who is nominated by the Board of guardians).

4.18. The Executive direction consists of the Executive director and employees of the Executive direction.

4.19. The competence of the Executive director includes the following:

- signing on and dismissal of the employees of the Executive direction of the Association in conformity with the manning table approved by the Association’s Administration;

- issue of letters of attorney, including for the directors of affiliated and representative offices;

- conservation of the Association’s seal, as well as of other means of industrialization of the Association;

- representation, without letter of attorney, of the interests of the Association on its behalf in state, public and other organizations and institutions;

- determination of work procedure of the Association’s Administration;

- performance of executive-administrative functions;

- execution of work concerning the accounting and reservation of persons liable to military service and draftees in accordance with the requirements of the legislation of the Russian Federation;

- signing of the documents relative to the administration of the Association’s property upon the decision of the Board of guardians or according to the procedure stated thereby;

- signing of the contracts;

- performance of other actions necessary for the execution of the rights of the collegial executive body and not relative to the competence of other Association’s bodies.

4.20. In reference to the issues of his competence, the Executive director signs orders and regulations.

4.21. In order to execute the control over the financial-economic activity of the Association, the General meeting elects the Auditing committee (Auditor). The number of members of the Auditing committee is determined by the General meeting. The members of the Auditing committee (Auditor) may not be the members of the Board of guardians, Administration. The members of the Auditing committee elect from their number of members a Chairman of the Auditing committee for the period  of its powers by means of a secret voting by a simple majority of votes provided that more than a half of the members of the Auditing committee is present at the meeting. 

The Auditing committee (Auditor) prepares the conclusion report to the annual report and balance, and presents it for the approval of the General meeting, and in the period between General meetings – to the Board of guardians of the Association. All the responsible persons of the Association should present the necessary information and documents upon the request of the Auditing committee (Auditor).

4.22. The activity of the Auditing committee (Auditor) may be additionally governed by the Regulation on the Auditing committee (Auditor) approved by the General meeting of the Association.

5. PROPERTY. SOURCES OF GENERATION OF THE ASSOCIATION’S PROPERTY.

5.1. The Association may have in property terrains, buildings, constructions, residential properties, transport, equipment, inventory stock, property of cultural-educational and recreational purpose, monetary funds, shares, other securities and other property necessary for the material provision of the statutory activity of the Association.

5.2. The Association’s property is generated on the basis of the entry and membership fees; voluntary fees and contributions; profits arising from the business activity of the Association; civil-legal bargains, incomes from the organizational activities of the Association held in conformity with the Statute; foreign economic activity of the Association; other incomes not restricted by the law.

5.3. The voluntary fees and contributions, regular and non-recurrent fees may be paid in monetary or natural form, including any type of any property, books, works of art and sculpture, equipment and rooms, in the form of intellectual property and the rights for the usage thereof. In case of a contribution made in a non-monetary form its monetary evaluation is performed, which is further stated in the contract of the corresponding type with the Association.

5.4. The Association is a legal body not having as its purpose of the activity any profit making for its further distribution among the members of the Association. The profits arising from the business activity of the Association may not be re-distributed among its members and should be used for the statutory purposes only. The Association uses the property for the purposes defined in the present Statute.

6. PROCEDURE OF REORGANIZATION AND LIQUIDATION OF THE ASSOCIATION.

6.1. The reorganization of the Association is performed upon the decision of the General meeting of the Association when approving the relative decision of the General meeting in case if not less than 2/3 of the members of the Association present at the General meeting voted for it.

6.2. The Association’s property passes after its reorganization to the newly appeared legal bodies according to the procedure stated by the Civil Code of the Russian Federation and other legislation of the Russian Federation in force.

6.3. The Association is liquidated upon the approval of the relative decision by the General meeting in case if not less than 2/3 of the members of the Association present at the General meeting voted for it. The Association may be liquidated also upon the court’s decision in cases stipulated by the present Statute.

6.5. Information and documents necessary for the execution of the state registration of the Association in connection with its liquidation, should be brought to the body which took the decision concerning the state registration of the Association at the moment of its foundation.

7. PROCEDURE OF APPLICATION OF MODIFICATIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTE

7.1. The decision on application of modifications and amendments to the Statute of the Association is approved if not less than 2/3 of the members of the Association present at the General meeting voted for it.

7.2. All modifications and amendments to the Statute of the Association approved by the General meeting are subject to the state registration within the same period and to the same extent that the state registration of the Association itself, and come into legal force from the moment of such registration.
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The information on the state registration is included in the Integrated state register of the legal persons on October 13, 2005 under the main state registration number 1057700024326.
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